Queensland Government

Cabinet – October 2022
Water Legislation Amendment Bill 2022
Minister for Regional Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water

1. The Water Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (the Bill) amends three Acts to: deliver a government commitment for strengthened water measurement; ensure regulatory frameworks remain effective; and deliver improvements to underground water management.
2. The Independent Audit of Queensland Non-urban Water Measurement and Compliance (June 2018) and the Federal Murray-Darling Basin Compliance Compact (June 2018) identified shortfalls in Queensland’s water management and compliance arrangements. In response, the government made public commitments to improve water measurement and compliance and build community confidence and transparency in water management in Queensland.
3. The Bill provides clarity and transparency of the government’s intent to strengthen water measurement and compliance and give certainty to water users about their measurement obligations under the Water Act 2000 (Water Act). The Bill requires holders of volumetric entitlements to take surface and underground water to apply measurement requirements, including by ensuring measurement devices are installed, operated and maintained in accordance with relevant standards.
4. The Bill also includes other amendments to the Water Act, and to the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008, and the South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring Act) 2009 to improve administration of these Acts.
5. Cabinet approved that the Water Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 be introduced into the Legislative Assembly. 
6. Attachments:
· Water Legislation Amendment Bill 2022
· Explanatory Notes
· Statement of Compatibility
